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Guidelines for the supervision of Student Radiographers undertaking medical exposures
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This document provides guidelines for the supervision of Student Radiographers and the responsibility of the supervising Radiographer as required by the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017 (IR(ME)R, 2017), as set out in Regulation 17, section 3.

The primary focus of this document is to ensure that in accordance with the above regulations:

At no time during their training will a student Radiographer be able to undertake a medical exposure of ionising radiation without appropriate supervision to their level of training, by a qualified Radiographer.

The guidelines are given for three student year groups and take into account the level of academic and clinical experience attained during each year of the BSc (Hons) Diagnostic Radiography programme.  It also takes into account the assessment of clinical practice undertaken to progress from one year to the next.  Each student must attain 120 credits before moving from one year to the next and must attain 360 credits in total to attain their degree.
 “In practice, the nature and extent of the supervision required will depend on the task in question and the level of pre-existing training and experience”
DoHSC 2018
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720282/guidance-to-the-ionising-radiation-medical-exposure-regulations-2017.pdf

From the Royal College of Radiologist and the Society and College of Radiographers the current guidance (2020) states:
“Persons entitled to act as an IR(ME)R Operator must have undergone training in those subjects in Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R which are relevant to their functions and area of practice…
…Whilst undergoing training, the requirements of Schedule 3 are unlikely to be fully met prior to graduation/qualification and in these cases Regulation 17(3) of IR(ME)R is relevant, where supervision still applies. Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners should be directly supervised by an HCPC registered Radiographer whilst in the clinical environment. The supervising Radiographer will be responsible for the practical aspects carried out by the student and therefore is the “Operator” for that medical exposure. The Society & College of Radiographers advises that Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners are not entitled to act as IR(ME)R Operators. Persons entitled to act as an IR(ME)R Operator must have undergone training in those subjects in Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R which are relevant to their functions and area of practice. The Society & College of Radiographers recognises that the pre-registration radiography education programmes it approves, and which are approved by the Health & Care Professions Council (HCPC) to give eligibility for registration as a Radiographer, address the requirements of Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R. Hence, these may be used as the benchmark by which the Employer defines ‘adequate training’ as an individual moves from being a Student Radiographer to a qualified Radiographer. For some aspects of radiographic practice the Employer will require the Radiographer to undertake some additional practical training before Operator entitlement is given e.g. local training on new equipment or modalities. Whilst undergoing training, the requirements of Schedule 3 are unlikely to be fully met prior to graduation/qualification and in these cases Regulation 17(3) of IR(ME)R is relevant, where supervision still applies. Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners should be directly supervised by an HCPC registered Radiographer whilst in the clinical environment. The supervising Radiographer will be responsible for the practical aspects carried out by the student and therefore is the “Operator” for that medical exposure.Persons entitled to act as an IR(ME)R Operator must have undergone training in those subjects in Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R which are relevant to their functions and area of practice. The Society & College of Radiographers recognises that the pre-registration radiography education programmes it approves, and which are approved by the Health & Care Professions Council (HCPC) to give eligibility for registration as a Radiographer, address the requirements of Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R. Hence, these may be used as the benchmark by which the Employer defines ‘adequate training’ as an individual moves from being a Student Radiographer to a qualified Radiographer. For some aspects of radiographic practice the Employer will require the Radiographer to undertake some additional practical training before Operator entitlement is given e.g. local training on new equipment or modalities. Whilst undergoing training, the requirements of Schedule 3 are unlikely to be fully met prior to graduation/qualification and in these cases Regulation 17(3) of IR(ME)R is relevant, where supervision still applies. Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners should be directly supervised by an HCPC registered Radiographer whilst in the clinical environment. The supervising Radiographer will be responsible for the practical aspects carried out by the student and therefore is the “Operator” for that medical exposure.Persons entitled to act as an IR(ME)R Operator must have undergone training in those subjects in Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R which are relevant to their functions and area of practice. The Society & College of Radiographers recognises that the pre-registration radiography education programmes it approves, and which are approved by the Health & Care Professions Council (HCPC) to give eligibility for registration as a Radiographer, address the requirements of Schedule 3 of IR(ME)R. Hence, these may be used as the benchmark by which the Employer defines ‘adequate training’ as an individual moves from being a Student Radiographer to a qualified Radiographer. For some aspects of radiographic practice the Employer will require the Radiographer to undertake some additional practical training before Operator entitlement is given e.g. local training on new equipment or modalities. Whilst undergoing training, the requirements of Schedule 3 are unlikely to be fully met prior to graduation/qualification and in these cases Regulation 17(3) of IR(ME)R is relevant, where supervision still applies. Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners should be directly supervised by an HCPC registered Radiographer whilst in the clinical environment. The supervising Radiographer will be responsible for the practical aspects carried out by the student and therefore is the “Operator” for that medical exposure.A student Radiographer who is not fully trained in a specific aspect cannot act without being directly supervised.  In this situation the supervisor may need to be constantly present and observing the task being performed”.

It is essential that the supervisor has agreed to oversee a particular task before it commences and that the student is clear who is supervising them.  Since the supervisor, who may, for example, be a Radiographer, is taking full responsibility for the task once it is complete, they have the right to decide the level of supervision required.  Very close supervision and observation will be required when the student is in the early stages of their training, whereas a student Radiographer nearing the end of their training may require only that the procedure they plan to undertake is approved by the supervisor before any radiation exposure takes place.

Adequate supervision cannot be provided by telephone and if students are working in a separate area the supervising Radiographer may not be in a position to intervene or provide advice.
In conclusion therefore, whilst possible under legislation, the Society & College of Radiographers advises that Student Radiographers and Trainee Assistant Practitioners are not entitled as IR(ME)R Operators.
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Assessment of Student Progress
Students are monitored and assessed in a number of ways in their clinical placement; this assessment will affect the level and nature of supervision undertaken by the Radiographer.
· Weekly monitoring forms on student progress and attendance.  Review by the practice educator/clinical tutor of these forms ensures that student progress is monitored and action taken if students are falling below acceptable levels.  This monitoring is formative rather than summative and is an aid to development.
· The Record of Clinical Experience maintained by the student is evidence of examinations undertaken within areas relevant to their level of study and is part of the summative assessment for the Professional Practice modules.  Passing this module is a demonstration of clinical ability in the student.



Assessment Year 1Clinical portfolio: 
· Consisting of:
· 10 Preliminary image evaluation Forms
· 4 Clinical Objective Forms
· Record of Clinical Experience 

Simple examinations in a simple environment
· 10 preliminary image evaluation (PIE) forms, 
· 4 clinical objective forms,
· Record of Clinical Experience 
Clinical portfolio: 
SimpleConsisting of:

· 10 preliminary image evaluation (PIE) forms, 
· 4 clinical objective forms,
· Record of Clinical Experience 

Assessment Year 2
· 15 Preliminary image evaluation Forms
· 4 Clinical Objective Forms
· Record of Clinical Experience

Simple examinations in a complex environment or a complex examination in a simple environment.


Assessment Year 3
· 10 Preliminary image evaluation Forms
· 4 Clinical Objective Forms
· Record of Clinical Experience


These patients will fall into one of the following categories:
“Complex examinations in a complex environment” or “Complex examinations in a controlled environment”

Students will be expected to undertake complex examinations that require adaptation of standard technique.  
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Supervising Radiographer
The supervising Radiographer is deemed to be the member of staff who is identified as the operator for examination which the student undertakes. The supervising Radiographer must have discussed the request with the student and investigate the student’s knowledge of this exam before allowing the student to undertake it.  This is the only Radiographer who should, barring emergency requirements, supervise the student during the examination. The supervising Radiographer is the operator responsible for the examination overall.

The decision regarding the level of supervision lies with the supervising Radiographer, this document sets out the recommended level of supervision, however, there is recognition that the Radiographers must use their clinical judgement in line with the HCPC Standards of Proficiency and the SCOR Codes of Conduct, as to the supervisory level they deem appropriate for the individual student.  Careful evaluation of a student’s capability in the clinical environment should be made before deciding on a course of action.
It is important to state that the responsibility for the examination and its successful completion lies with the supervising Radiographer, so any change to the level of supervision of the student is made in light of their professional judgement.
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Supervision Definitions:
For the purpose of this document supervision is defined as direct supervision:
The Radiographer is able to directly observe the students actions or works directly assisting the student in performing the examinations.
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Examination Protocol
To be observed for ALL students undertaking any examination involving ionising radiation.
· Card to be read and justified or authorised by the supervising qualified Radiographer in accordance with local Trust protocols and Local Rules.
· Trust identification policy to be followed.
· Trust pregnancy protocol to be followed
· The level of supervision is at the discretion of the radiographer within the scope of these guidelines and local Trust policy.
· The students will introduce themselves as follows:
· “Hello, my name is…I am a …year Student Radiographer, are you happy for me to undertake your examination?  There is a qualified Radiographer in the department who is supervising me.”
· If the above information is displayed within the department the student should introduce themselves simply as a student and request the patient’s permission.
· In the event of a patient refusal the supervising Radiographer must undertake the examination.  The patient may ask the supervisor to take over the examination at any point.
· All radiographs are to be checked by the supervising radiographer before the patient leaves the department. Each radiograph should be evaluated by the student to demonstrate their knowledge level. The supervising Radiographer can question the student regarding the diagnostic acceptability of the image as they would if accepting their own image.  The need for repeat radiographs is the decision of the supervising Radiographer and NOT the student.
· All requests are to be completed by the supervising Radiographer, recorded as operator and the student identified after all radiographs have been checked.  Radiation dose should be recorded in compliance with local Trust policy.
· Students are to abide by the department Local Rules and Trust Radiation Protection documentation at all times.
· The responsibility for the patient and the examination lies at all times with the supervising Radiographer who may take over the examination at any point in an appropriate manner.
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Year 1 Student Radiographers
This section applies to all first year student Radiographers and all Certificate level students.  These are in addition to the protocols for all students and local policy.
· The student will verbally check the details on the card with the supervising Radiographer, including a basic description of the justification to allow the supervisor to assess the student’s level of knowledge.
· No student shall undertake an examination without the express permission of their supervising Radiographer and the consent of the patient.
· If the Radiographer judges that the student is not competent to undertake the examination they will directly assist the student or ask the student to observe.
· If the Radiographer judges that the student is of an appropriate level to undertake the examination they will not directly take part in the examination but observe within the room and offer advice as required.
· First year students should not undertake any of the following without assistance from the supervising radiographer:
· Adapted technique
· Paediatric patients
· Patients with physical impairment
· Chair bound patients
· Trolley bound patients
· Extra departmental examinations
· Any other patient who falls outside the scope of practice of the first year students (those for simple examinations in a predictable/controlled environment) should warrant assistance from the supervising Radiographer. Students should never be asked to undertake something outside their scope of practice autonomously, and should never be put in an uncomfortable position. It is the right of the student to ask for assistance in these circumstances even if the supervising radiographer feels that they are competent/confident. 

NO STUDENT SHALL UNDERTAKE AN EXAMINATION WITHOUT THE EXPRESS AUTHORISATION OF A SUPERVISING RADIOGRAPHER.
NO STUDENT SHALL CHECK AND PASS THEIR OWN RADIOGRAPHS.
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Year 2 Student Radiographers
Year 2 students have completed their year 1 modules and may work in the Trust under the protocols laid down for Assistant Practitioners where it does not conflict with the following policy document.  In such cases this document takes precedence for student Radiographers.
· The student will verbally check the details on the card with the supervising Radiographer, including a basic description of the justification to allow the supervisor to assess the student’s level of knowledge.
· No student shall undertake an examination without the express permission of the supervising Radiographer and the consent of the patient.
· If the Radiographer judges that the student is not capable of undertaking the examination they will directly assist the student or ask the student to observe.
· Students should not be asked to undertake something outside their scope of practice, and should never be put in an uncomfortable position. It is the right of the student to ask for assistance in these circumstances even if the supervising radiographer feels that they are competent/confident. 
· Radiographs must be checked and assessed by the supervising Radiographer before the examination if completed.

NO STUDENT SHALL UNDERTAKE AN EXAMINATION WITHOUT THE EXPRESS AUTHORISATION OF A SUPERVISING RADIOGRAPHER.
NO STUDENT SHALL CHECK THEIR OWN RADIOGRAPHS.

The following protocol is to be used when students are undertaking contrast agent examinations in addition to the other guidelines.
· Students may be allocated responsibilities within the session, however, the responsibility for the examinations/session still lie with the supervising Radiographer.
· The responsibilities given to the student must reflect their capabilities and the knowledge/understanding which the student has of the particular examination and have undertaken appropriate training. 
· No student shall be left in sole charge of a patient undergoing a contrast examination.
· Students must be directly supervised during contrast examinations.

NO STUDENT SHALL UNDERTAKE AN EXAMINATION WITHOUT THE EXPRESS AUTHORISATION OF A SUPERVISING RADIOGRAPHER.
NO STUDENT SHALL CHECK THEIR OWN RADIOGRAPHS.
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Year 3 Student Radiographers
Third year students are consolidating their existing knowledge and developing their ability to undertake adapted technique and work towards a level of competence expected from a qualified Radiographer.  Although the students have completed year two the guidelines for students in contrast examinations still apply.

For out of hours work the student is to follow these guidelines but MUST NOT be left at any time unsupervised with a patient.

For Departmental Examinations
· The student will verbally check the details on the card with the supervising Radiographer, discussing the justification to allow the supervisor to assess the student’s level of knowledge and understanding.
· No student shall undertake an examination without the express permission of their supervising Radiographer and the consent of the patient.
· If the Radiographer judges that the student is not capable of undertaking the examination they will directly assist the student or ask the student to observe.
· Radiographs must be checked and assessed by the supervising Radiographer before the examination is completed.

NO STUDENT SHALL UNDERTAKE AN EXAMINATION WITHOUT THE EXPRESS AUTHORISATION OF A SUPERVISING RADIOGRAPHER.
NO STUDENT SHALL CHECK THEIR OWN RADIOGRAPHS.
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Extra Departmental Radiography
This is defined as any radiographic examination being undertaken outside the Radiology Department.
For purposes of extra departmental examinations in year three supervision is defined as follows:
The radiographer is on the ward or in the same theatre with the student and is directly observing their actions.

· The student will verbally check the details on the card with the supervising Radiographer, discussing the justification to allow the supervisor to assess the student’s level of knowledge and understanding.
· No student shall undertake an examination without the express permission of their supervising Radiographer and the consent of the patient if possible.
· The student must introduce themselves to the patient/ and or team and establish consent. 
· If the Radiographer judges that the student is not capable of undertaking the examination they will directly assist the student or ask the student to observe.
· Radiographs must be checked and assessed by the supervising Radiographer before the examination if completed.

NO STUDENT SHALL UNDERTAKE AN EXAMINATION WITHOUT THE EXPRESS AUTHORISATION OF A SUPERVISING RADIOGRAPHER.
NO STUDENT SHALL CHECK THEIR OWN RADIOGRAPHS.
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Caring for Patient Dependants
This section covers the supervision of dependant children or vulnerable adults in a radiology department by student radiographers.

Whilst we expect students to examine paediatric cases and vulnerable adults, at no time do we expect them to look after children or vulnerable adults cared for by patients being examined.

The student is in the department to examine patients and should not be expected to supervise children or vulnerable adults who are not patients.

Whilst we realise that not all patients can find alternative care for their dependants, students cannot be expected to fill this role within radiology departments.


If there are any questions or further queries regarding the application of the policy please contact Karis Vercoe, Clinical Co-ordinator (k.vercoe@leeds.ac.uk)
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