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Guidelines for students as participants in health professions education research, audit, evaluation and quality improvement projects with University of Leeds partner organisations.
Introduction:
Health professional education scholarship and research is critical in advancing our understanding of teaching, learning and assessment. It is also essential to delivering the highest standards of education. When conducting research, audit, evaluation and quality improvement projects it is important that we protect the wellbeing of our students, who are often participants in these activities’ both in the university and NHS placements. As organisations we need to ensure that we not only uphold ethical principles but safeguard our student’s privacy and autonomy in every context. 
These guidelines outline the process that must be followed when involving students in scholarly activities. They are intended to support staff in in both the University and clinical placements to design and conduct projects that are credible, impactful and conducted with integrity whilst safeguarding our students.
Step 1: Identify the type of project
The first step is to establish the type of activity students are being asked to participate in. 
 The following link provides guidelines on distinguishing between research, service evaluation/quality improvement, audit and health surveillance projects. Microsoft Word - DefiningResearchTable_OCT2022.docx
Using this resource will clarify the nature of your project and guide you towards the appropriate next steps.  
Step 2: ensuring ethical standards
2a. Research: Prospective assessment of a new teaching approach is usually classified as research. In this case, ethical oversight is required. Please complete and submit your application to the appropriate local Research Ethics Committee (REC).  The Research Ethics Committee approval number must be shared with School of Medicine Research Ethics Committee and Gate Keeper approval sought as part of the ethical approval.
2.b Service evaluation/quality improvement, audit
Whether research, audit, evaluation, or QI, if University of Leeds students are to participate, you must contact the Director of Student Education (DSE) to request permission for student participation. The DSE acts as Gatekeeper to safeguard students.
You must submit the School of Medicine (SoM), University of Leeds Gate Keeper Request Approval Form to the DSE (Katherine Paradine -K.Bridge@leeds.ac.uk). This will be reviewed internally and returned to you with a reference number. Once you have receipt of this and signed confirmation you will be able to undertake your project. 
Safeguarding participants
Avoiding coercion
Steps must be taken to minimise power imbalance between student/faculty. It must be clear that participation will not influence placement assessment or outcomes. 
Voluntary Participation:
It is vital that any activity is in addition to the existing and agreed placement offer for students. Any student who declines to take part should still be able to fully meet the learning outcomes of the placement and should be engaged in placement activity for the full duration of any agreed placement.  
Anonymity and confidentiality
For any data collected from students as part of research, audit, evaluation and quality improvement projects must clearly inform the student how their data will be used i.e. publications/presentations, stored, who will have access. Students must sign to confirm they understand how their data will be used and any potential for re use of data. Measures must be in place to protect anonymity and confidentiality. 
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